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How Do You View God’s Word

In Psalm 1.1-2 the Psalmist writes the man who is blessed is the one
who delights “in the law of the Lord” and meditates on it day and
night. On another occasion says “I find my delight in your
commandments, which I love (Psalm 119.47). God’s commands
brought him joy and happiness and were constantly in the forefront of
his mind. What is it about God’s word that causes these emotions?

Peter writes “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain
to life and godliness” (2 Peter 1.3). The word of God brings a reader joy
because God has given us everything pertaining to our spiritual needs.
The “life” refers to how to be saved from our sins. Mankind is a sinful
creature, deserving of spiritual death because of our actions. But God
being rich in mercy and grace because of His love for mankind provided
a way for him to have salvation, thus being made alive again through
Christ (Ephesians 2.1-7). Jesus said, “I came that they may have life
and have it abundantly” (John 10.10). “Godliness” refers to how to
remain saved. Though God loves mankind, he demands obedience. We
must do our part to maintain our salvation. 2 Peter 1.8-11 tells us we
must grow in certain characteristics to be fruitful servants of God to
ensure our salvation.

Not only does the Bible speak to the spiritual needs of man, but also to
the physical. God knows what is best for His creation and has revealed
to us what we need to know, that we might follow His commands.
Deuteronomy 29.29 says, “The secret things belong to the LORD our
God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children
forever, that we may do all the words of this law.” ...




There are many societal issues that can be traced back to failing to live
as God’s word has commanded. Psalms 119.92 says, “If your law had
not been my delight, I would have perished in my affliction.” A life
lived in devotion to God produces the best physical life and spiritual
life. With the many blessings that come from God’s word it’s no
wonder why it brings the reader joy. So why do so many still find no
delight in God’s commands?

Some approach the word from a wrong perspective. They view the Bible
as a book that tells them all the things they can’t do, instead of how the
word can make their lives better and complete. The Bible does list
many things that a person needs to abstain from because God knows
they are not good for mankind to engage in. One example being the
lusts of the flesh listed in Galatians 5.19-21. We were not made for
those things; they are of no benefit to us. We were made to be God’s
workmanship to live a life of righteous and holy conduct (1 Peter 1.16).
Mankind may think they know what is best, but God does know. The
wisdom of man is foolishness compared to the wisdom of God.

Other are afraid to change. God’s word has never “fit-in” with the
popular culture of the day. What is popular and celebrated today the
Bible condemns. Those who followed God’s word were counterculture
in Jesus’ day and will still be in the 21st century. Jesus calls on His
follower to be different, to live by higher and nobler way (Matthew
5-7). Many know following the Bible will cause them to have to make
changes, but they are comfortable going with the flow, even if that is
leading them down the wrong path. It is more important in their eyes
to be liked by men instead of being approved by God. Which is a sad
situation. It is not going to be the most popular, well-liked or the
wealthiest who inherit the kingdom of heaven, but those who humble
themselves and submit to the will of God. “For am I now seeking the
approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to please man? If I were still
trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ (Galatians
1.10).
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A Righteous Man and A Murky Spring

Proverbs 25:26, “A righteous man who falters before the wicked is like a
murky spring and a polluted well” (NKJ). “A good person who gives
into a bad person is a muddied spring, a polluted well” (The Message).

Earlier in Proverbs, the mouth of the righteous was described as a “well
of life” (Prov. 10:11). The counsel given is like drinking from fresh
spring water. There is comfort and wisdom. But if a righteous man
gives in to the wicked, either through fear or seeking favor, he can no
longer give counsel out of a pure heart. He becomes like a fountain
fouled by the feet of cattle drinking at it.

The proverb is a generalization, it doesn’t contemplate one’s return.
Generally speaking, when one who is striving to be righteous falls and
does not return, he is like a murky spring, polluted. No matter how
long one sought to be righteous, when one falls and continues that
path, he’s polluted. Now corrupt, unserviceable. Now miserable to
oneself and others.

Haven’t we all seen a person like this? For example, Demas who loved
the present world, became like a murky spring. All the good he did with
Paul was now ruined by his love for the world. Because of his influence,
he did great damage to the cause of Jesus Christ.

But can the usefulness of a righteous man be restored so that he is like
a fresh spring? Yes, the righteous man can repent and return to God
and his influence can be restored. He can overcome his failings. He can
be useful and serve others.

So, turn the Proverb around. A righteous man, though he falls, may
turn. When he does, he is like a spring — now useful to all.
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