When God thinks of the Savior of the Church, He thinks only of His Son, Jesus
Christ. When men think of the Church of Christ, they think of an alliance of
local churches that David Lipscomb "saved" from the Missionary Society, Foy E.
Wallace "saved" from premillennialism and other leading editors have "saved"

from other dangers.

When God thinks of where to find the church of Christ, He thinks of the hearts
of men (1 Samuel 16:7). When men think of where to find the Church of
Christ, they think of church directories.

When God thinks of the church of Christ, He thinks of those who have
responded to the spiritual attraction for those who are of good ground - the
gospel of Jesus Christ (Romans 1:16; 1 Cor. 2:2). When men think of the
church of Christ, they think of an alliance or movement that itself is the

primary attraction to those who are of good ground.

When God thinks of the church of Christ, He thinks of a glorious body of saved
individuals who are allowing themselves to be transformed into the image of
His Son, in spite of the wrangling and political maneuvering of men (Eph.
5:25,26; 2 Cor. 3:18). When men think of the Church of Christ, they either
think of a religious movement that has fragmented itself into dozens of warring
factions, each claiming to "have" the truth on dozens of difficult issues, or they

think of one of the factions.
What do you think of when you think of the church of Christ?
Written by; Gardner Hall (Taken from his personal Facebook page).
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God Working In You
Philippians 2.12-16

One of the many reoccurring themes of the Bible is the importance God
places on obedience and by the same logic the consequence of
disobedience. We see time and time again throughout the Bible,
obedience being rewarded, and disobedience being punished. For
anyone today to think they can be right before God while being
disobedient to God’s commands, is ignorant of what the Bible says.
Even Christ, who was God on earth, pleased God the Father by His
obedience. It was through Christ’s obedience that He became highly
exalted and received the name above all names (Philippians 2.8-9). Paul
writes to the Philippian brethren to continue to maintain the same
obedient attitude which Christ possessed.

Paul begins by commending them for their obedience, and the greater
effort they showed to it after Paul departed (v. 12a). It is clear these
brethren had made the faith their own. It is one thing for us to have
faith and be obedient when we are around other people of faith. But do
we maintain that same level of faith or show an even greater degree of
faith when we are by ourselves, or around people in the world? To have
made the faith our own is to make choices that please God without
having to be reminded to do so. Because ultimately salvation is granted
on an individual basis. We cannot rely on another person’s obedience or
faith to save us. We sometimes speak of local congregations being
“faithful,” but just because a congregation is “faithful” doesn’t mean
everyone who attends there will be saved based on the congregation as
a whole being deemed “faithful.”




We must continue diligently in keeping the faith. The person who
remains in the faith is one who is walking in step with the commands
God has given. When we are walking in line with God’s commands, we
will carry out good works. Faith and works go hand in hand, the two
cannot be separated (James 2.17). God then expects us to carry out
these works, because He created us for good works, “For we are His
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand so that we may walk in them” (Ephesians 2.10). If
God created us for good works, we do them not to bring glory to
ourselves, but to bring glory to Him.

What attitude is the disciple of Christ to have towards working for
God? Paul writes to “do all things without grumbling or disputing” (v.
14). When it comes to our service to the Lord do we drag our feet the
whole way? If someone comes to us who needs our help do we help
them begrudgingly? On the Lord’s Day, are we eager to worship Him or
do we go just to fill a spot in the pew. In 1 Corinthians 10.10, one of
the things we are to learn from the mistakes of Israel is to not have
their complaining attitude which led to their downfall. Israel time and
time again received blessing and miracles from God yet continued to
find ways to complain. Our attitude, especially towards the things of
God says a lot about us. How can we influence people for good, and
bring them to Christ if we are constantly complaining about working
for the Lord?

Attitude is how a disciple of Christ separates themselves from the
world. It is easy to find things to complain about if things aren’t going
our way. Even when things are going our way, we still find ways to nit-
pick. What about our attitude toward other people? Are we constantly
trying find their faults or do we look for the good? We shine as lights
when even in the rough times we find contentment, we don’t complain,
and are thankful. This attitude is different, and it stands out. How do
we maintain this attitude? Paul says to hold “fast to the word of life.”
When we dedicate our lives to knowing God’s word, and striving to
model our live after it, it is then we can live blameless and innocent. ...

What God cares about most is our spiritual well-being. By continuing
in the faith, living in obedience, being the workmanship He designed us
for, and doing all things with the right attitude, we can allow God to
work though us, so that we can teach others to do the same for their
spiritual well-being.

Written by; Derek Steen

When God Thinks of the Church of Christ ...

When God thinks of the church of Christ, He thinks of saved individuals (Acts
20:28). When men think of the Church of Christ they think of parties, either a
broad conglomeration of alliances such as the "one cup Church of Christ,"
"liberal Church of Christ," "conservative Church of Christ," etc. or one of those
parties individually.

When God thinks of the church of Christ, He thinks of a number of individuals
unknown to men (2 Tim. 2:19). When men think of the Church of Christ, they
think of a loose association of local churches whose numbers can be
approximated, for example 1,260,838 in the United States according to Mac
Lynn’s 1994 directory. Perhaps they will focus more on the numbers given for a

more narrow association of churches ("non institutional," "one cup," "no class",

etc.).

When God thinks of the church of Christ, He sees an indivisible body
composed of individuals with different levels of spiritual growth (1 Cor. 1:13; 2
Peter 3:18, Rev. 2,3). When men think of the Church of Christ, they think of a
group of local churches that has divided through the years over issues such as
instrumental music, premillennialism and institutionalism. They say that the
"next thing that will divide the church" (the conservative alliance, or collection

of churches) will be the marriage, divorce and remarriage issue.

When God thinks of the church of Christ, He thinks of those growing in Him
with obedient hearts in spite of imperfections (John 17:6). When men think of
the Church of Christ, they think of those who conform to unwritten creeds

composed of doctrines that "leaders" have declared to be essential

When God thinks of leaders in the church of Christ, He thinks of spiritually
poverty stricken servants, who are "last" in the minds of men and yet whose
quiet examples transform others (Matt. 5:3,16;19:30; 20:25-28). When men
think of leaders in the Church of Christ, they think of editors of papers, leaders
in colleges or well known preachers who hold many gospel meetings

Continued on the back...




