
What it Means to Magnify the Lord 

“I will bless Jehovah at all times: his praise shall continually be in my 
mouth. My soul shall make her boast in Jehovah: the meek shall hear 

thereof, and be glad. Oh magnify Jehovah with me, and let us exalt his 
name together” (Psalm 34.1-3). 

We are told in this great psalm what one who magnifies the Lord will 
do and when he will do it. The Christian must never forget that his aim 
in life is lofty and sublime. He seeks, as Paul did, to magnify Christ in 
his life (Philippians 1.20). Just what is it that such a disciple will do? 

1. He will bless and praise God (verse 1). “I will bless Jehovah at all 
times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth.” Too often we heap 
praise on undeserving men and neglect the praise of the Almighty. Let 
us never become so enamored with the rich and powerful of this world 
that we are unimpressed with God. He alone is the proper object of our 
praise, and among His creatures we have the unparalleled privilege of 
offering Him praise. We are assured that He accepts it, for He says, 
“whoso offereth the sacrifice of thanksgiving glorifieth me” (Psalm 
50.23).  

2. He will do this “at all times” or “continually” (verse 1). It is 
easy to become forgetful. We have a perpetual duty to God to praise 
Him for His mercy and kindness. The Christian fully recognizes that “It 
is of Jehovah’s lovingkindness that we are not consumed, because his 
compassion fail not. They are new every morning; great is thy 
faithfulness” (Lamentations 3.22-23). … 
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Here is love, warning, concern, exasperation, tender appeal, fear and 
trembling, harshness, prayer, blood and thunder. Here is a genuine 
soldier of the cross; a man of flesh whose heart's desire was to serve the 
Christ; an example for us all. 
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Would you magnify God in your life? Put this psalm into practice: 
praise God at all times, boast only in Him, and good results are sure to 
follow.  
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The Way Paul Preached 

Soon after Paul had established the cause of Christ in Galatia, Judaising 
teachers appeared and began their work of destruction. They insisted 
that Gentiles must be circumcised, must come to Christ via a Jewish 
route of law; and in their effort to overcome the truth Paul had taught 
they questioned his apostleship. Paul defended his apostleship to 
establish the divine source of his message. We here note only the 
variety and nature of his appeal — the way Paul preached. 

There was absolutely no toleration of "another gospel," even if an angel 
should preach it (1:8-9). Nor could its principles be compromised, even 
by another apostle (2:11-14). But strong, hard preaching and emotional 
appeals were not incompatible. He compared his early work with them 
to a woman in birth pains, suffering much to bring them to Christ. 
Now, "I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you" (4:19). He 
reminded them of their appreciation for his early effort, saying, "If it 
had been possible ye would have plucked out your eyes, and have given 
them to me" (4:15). That is a heart wringer! 

He could become upset with them: "O foolish Galatians, who hath 
bewitched you" (3:1); but it is concern for their spiritual well-being that 
disturbed him. "Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years" (as 
religious ceremonies); so he says, "I am afraid of you" (4:11) and "I 
stand in doubt of you" (4:20). This was the concern of genuine love. 

But for those who brazenly contradicted the principles of the gospel 
Paul had some strong words. He said they were proselyting for the sake 
of numbers, and their own glory (6:12-f). They "desire to have you 
circumcised that they may glory in your flesh." Perhaps his sharpest 
criticism is the irony of Gal. 5:12, "I would they were even cut off which 
trouble you." They preach a little cutting; I wish they were completely 
cut off.                                                                     Continued on back…

If we will cultivate an awareness that His mercies are “new every 
morning” it will be hard not to magnify Him. We must habitually 
develop a thankful spirit under every circumstance, in every situation; 
before, in and after trails; in bright days of happiness and somber 
nights of sorrow. Our God can bring sunshine into the darkest nights. 
In the same way that Paul and Silas praised God in prison (Acts 
16.23-25), that Job blessed His name amidst tragic personal loss (Job 
1.20-21), and the beaten disciples rejoiced in their suffering for His 
name (Acts 5.40-41) — so we can “bless Him at all times.” We have 
abiding reasons for blessing God even in the face of sorrow and trials. If 
we think upon them and enumerate them, the scale by which we weigh 
God’s mercies will grow heavy, and the scale by which we weigh our 
difficulties will grow light.  

3. He will boast in Jehovah (verse 2). “My soul shall make her boast 
in Jehovah.” Man’s boasting is usually in himself (Luke 18.9-14). The 
Christian will fail to magnify God by mundane, arrogant self-boasting. 
God says, “Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the 
mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches; 
but let him that glorieth glory in this, that he hath understanding, and 
knoweth me, that I am Jehovah” (Jeremiah 9.23-24). Yes, our boasting 
must be in Jehovah. Perhaps the greatest boast in all of Scripture was 
made by Paul and can be echoed by every disciple today — “I can do all 
things!” (Philippians 4.13). But even this boast takes on humility when 
he adds, as I must — “in Him that strengtheneth me.” (See 1 
Corinthians 15.10; Psalm 44.8).  

Finally, notice in verse two the result of magnifying God in one’s life. 
“The meek [humble] shall hear thereof and be glad.” If you will praise 
God in all the circumstances of life and boast only in Him, you can be a 
significant influence on others for good. “Even so let your light shine 
before men; that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
who is in heaven (Matthew 5.16). It is true that all men will not be 
constrained by your example. But the “meek” — those who have been 
brought low in their own esteem because of life’s adversities — will sit 
up and take notice of what such a person does. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal.%205.12

