
The Difficult Part 
    Many, before entering the Lord's ser-

vice, no doubt feel that once they have 

been baptized, become accustomed to 

attending worship periods regularly, 

and overcome some of their old habits, 

they will pretty well "have it made" in 

serving the Lord. Doing these outward 

services, however, is the easy side of 

obeying Christ. The difficult side in-

volves that which is within; it involves 

keeping the heart right  

   It is easy to attend the worship peri-

ods, but it is difficult to worship, to rid 
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Prayer 

Now in the morning, having risen a long 

while before daylight, He went out and de-

parted to a solitary place; and there He 

prayed (Mark 1:35). 
 

   Most everyone knows how important 

prayer is.  We need to talk to someone who 

cares for us.  "Therefore humble yourselves 

under the mighty hand of God, that He may 

exalt you in due time, casting all your care 

upon Him, for He cares for you" (1 Pet 5:6-

7).  Jesus knew the importance of prayer and 

He prayed often.  He chose to pray the first 

thing in the morning after sleep and in a soli-

tary place.  A quiet place without disturb-

ance is a good place to pray.  Hannah poured 

out her soul before the LORD (1 Sam 1:15).  

"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything 

by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiv-

ing, let your requests be made known to 

God; and the peace of God, which surpasses 

all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

minds through Jesus Christ" (Phil 4:6-7). 

Keith Crews  

Notes and reminders:: 

Let us be praying for our Bible study classes and 
all efforts to learn more of God’s word. 

Also, continue prayers for those on our list, for 
those in authority, and for the free course of the 

gospel and obedient hearers.  

“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if 
we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.”          

I John 5:14 

Editor: Steve Frazier 

 

Meeting times of the church 

Sunday: 

09:00 am Bible classes 

10:00 am Morning Worship 

5:00 pm Evening Worship 

Wednesday:  7:00 pm   Bible classes 

Evangelist: Devin Barber 
Phone: 904-210-5036 

www.mariettacoc.com 
 

Hebrew 10:23—25  “Let us hold fast the confession of our 
hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.  

And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and 
good works.  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together as is the manner of some.”   But, exhorting one 
another, and so much the more as you see the Day ap-

proaching.” 



ments, I feel it in my bones. I get restless 

for them, lose sleep over them, and am 

always eager to know they are okay 

emotionally, physically, and especially 

spiritually. When they struggle, I long to 

take their place and take the hits for 

them, to spare them from the pain of dif-

ficulties and provide a sense of peace. I 

am not always great about expressing 

my love for them, but my love as a fa-

ther is deep and absolute. I would not 

have it any other way. No matter their 

age and no matter what else is going on, 

my children bring me great joy.  

   And now, as a father with grown chil-

dren, I am just beginning to understand 

the Father’s love for His children and 

how much He yearns for, aches for, and 

longs for their freedom from the pain 

that life so often brings.  

   “Just as a father has compassion on his 

children, so the LORD has compassion 

on those who fear Him” (Psa. 103:13).  

   “Come to Me, all who are weary and 

heavy-laden, and I will give you rest” 

(Matt. 11:28). 

  
 

Note: I want to thank brother Moyer for 

permission to use the above article.  SF 

 

and gracious manner with others, but it is 

difficult to develop genuine love and con-

cern for others within the heart. It is easy 

to give something to some charity drive, 

but it is difficult to develop real compas-

sion for the poor. It is easy to say, 

"Forgive me, Lord," but it is difficult to 

repent. 
 

    The wise man said, "Keep thy heart 

with all diligence; for out of it are the is-

sues of life." (Proverbs 4:23). This is an 

essential part of serving the Lord...and 

the difficult part. 

    By Bill Hall 
 
 

I Have Children.  
Doy Moyer 

 

   They are grown 

and doing their 

things, and I am 

very pleased with 

who they are. You 

will understand what I’m about to say if 

you have grown children. My heart 

yearns for them, aches for them, and I 

continually pray for them. When things 

don’t go as they planned, I hurt for them. 

When I know they are in pain, I am in 

pain. When I see their grief or disappoint-

the mind completely of worldly things, 

and to concentrate fully on the Lord. It is 

easy to sing, but it is difficult to meditate 

on the words, making the sentiment of 

the song one's own sentiment. It is easy 

to bow the head, but it is difficult to 

pray. It is easy to eat bread and drink 

fruit of the vine, but it is difficult to con-

centrate as fully as one should on the 

suffering of Christ. Sitting through a 

worship period is not in itself worship, 

for true worship must proceed from the 

heart. (Eph.5:19; Jn.4:24). 
 

     In moral realms, the difficult thing to 

do is to keep the heart pure. 
 

    It is relatively easy to refrain from 

killing, stealing, or committing adultery. 

After all, one is hindered in such matters 

by the laws of the land, social pressures, 

forbidding circumstances, fear of being 

caught, etc. It is difficult, however, to 

completely rid the mind of jealousy, self-

ishness, discontent, lust, hatred, bitter-

ness, a spirit of revenge, etc. Anyone 

who has ever been jealous of another 

knows the difficulty involved in cleans-

ing the heart of this terrible sin. So it is 

with all the sins of the heart. 

    It is easy to develop a friendly way 


