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The Christian’s Liberty 

   Today we seem to be faced with much outcry as to our liberty 

or freedom to be “who we are” without regard for how one’s 

conduct may affect others.  This brings about much conflict and 

anxiety among peoples, and Christians as well.   For the  >>>> 



Christian, this presents a challenge as we attempt to live in 
the society or culture where we find ourselves.  What do 
the scriptures teach regarding what “Liberty truly means for 
the Christian?   

   First, liberty means “freedom from external restraint or 
compulsion.” (Webster.)  There can be no such thing as ab-
solute liberty as long as we live in any given society.  The 
rights of others must be taken into consideration.  When 
one fails to take into consideration of others, we say he is 
abusing his liberty, and this is license rather than liberty.  In 
America we say that we live in a land of liberty, yet there 
are many laws to regulate this free people.  So liberty does 
not mean that there are no laws of restraint or compulsion.  
In the spiritual, we have liberty in Christ, but that does not 
mean that there are no laws to regulate our life in Christ.  It 
is not in man that walks to direct his steps (Jer. 10:23), 
hence we must look to God for direction in our work, wor-
ship, and service to God. 

   There are essentials, matters of principle, based upon the 
nature of Christianity and the authority of Christ, about 
which we have no choice if we desire to follow Him.  They 
are taught either by direct commandment, approved apos-
tolic example, or things necessarily inferred by the context.  
These are conditions of our salvation and continued ac-
ceptance with God.  Then there are incidentals or matters of 
expediency, which we may do or not, or we may do this 
way or that, without affecting our relationship with the 
Lord.  With reference to the essentials we must obey re-
gardless of what effect it may have on others.  However, 
with respect to the latter we may, and should, order our 
conduct in deference to the wishes and consciences of oth-
ers.  Though we may feel that we have the right and liberty 
to follow one course or another, it may be best for the sal-
vation of a soul, or the peace of a congregation, to follow 
another course.  Proper love and consideration for our fel-
lowman will determine the course we are to follow.  To 
indulge in the enjoyment of a liberty which causes another 
to be lost is to manifest a brand of selfishness and lack of 
love for humanity which is inconsistent with he example of  
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Christ and the fundamental principles of His teachings.  
Paul became all things to all men that he might win some. 
(I Cor. 9:19-23.)  Perhaps he was acting on this principle 
when he was purifying himself in the temple in Jerusa-
lem. (Acts 21:23, 24.)  Yet he refused to compromise a 
principle of the truth at Antioch when both Peter and Bar-
nabas were carried away by the influence of those from 
Jerusalem. (Gal. 2:11) 

  Let us follow the things that lead to true liberty and 
peace in Christ.   

Some other passages to consider: 

Liberty from bondage to Law—Gal. 4:1-11 

For freedom Christ set us free—Gal. 5:1-15 

Liberty is found in obedience—John 8:31-42 

             Steve Frazier 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

A Neglected Knee         Copied 

   A noted lecturer stated that 
he received his moral training 
at the knee of his devout moth-
er and across the knee of a de-
termined father.  In this gener-
ation it seems that both knees 
are much neglected.     
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

Hard Command? 

   What did Jesus mean when he said “But seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and His righteousness;” (Matt. 6:33)?  The 
one talent man knew his Lord only as a “hard man”.  Putting 
the Lord and His kingdom first can bring persecution (2 Tim. 
2:3; 3:11, 12).  Choices must be made that affect family rela-
tionships, job opportunities, and leisure time activities such as 
recreation and sports.  Do you put the kingdom first?  Is the 
Lord a “hard man” to you because He commands you to put 
the kingdom first?  None of His commands are impossible or 
grievous (1John 5:3).  If they seem like it to us there must be 
something lacking in our love.                          Kenneth Frazier 
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Hymn for the day:    

“Others”  (vss. 1 & 2)      Charles D. Meigs (1902) 

Lord, help me live from day to day 

In such a self forgetful way 

That even when I kneel to pray 

My prayer shall be for others. 

Help me in all the work I do 

To ever be sincere and true 

And know that all I’d do for You 

Must needs be done for others. 

Chorus:   

Others, Lord, yes others,  Let this my motto be.  Help 
me to live for others, That I may live like Thee. 
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Continue prayers for those on our list, and for the free course of the gospel. 
 I John 5:14                                  Editor: Steve Frazier 
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