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   In the these trying political times 

the challenge to Christians to keep 

their perspective has been difficult.  

Some perhaps can be drawn into 

activities and roles that challenge 

their faith and ultimate direction; 

i.e. Heaven.  Let’s take a look at the 

scriptures for refreshing of where 

our hope lies and what our Biblical 

responsibilities are.     Steve Frazier    
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Thoughts on the Lesson Text 
   First and foremost, as the text of the lesson states, govern-

ment is of God.  Some hold the view that government is of 

the devil because the Jews asked for a king contrary to the 

will of the Lord (I Sam. 8:4-9).  This view does not howev-

er, explain why there were governments in the nations 

about the Jews.  There were great nations in the days of 

Abraham.  Amphraphel (Gen. 14:1), one of the kings, is 

now known to be Hammurabi whose code of laws is very 

similar to the laws given by Moses.  Nebuchadnezzar, many 

years later than Hammurabi, learned that God rules in the 

affairs of nations, and that He sets up kings and removes 

them at His pleasure. (Dan. 4:17,18, 34-37.)  Furthermore, 

we are not to think that the Jews had no form of human 

government before they asked for a king.  Quite the contra-

ry.  Moses appointed seventy men to help him judge the 

people.  (Num. 11:10-16.)  And when the Jews came into 

Canaan, they were ruled by judges.  God objected to the 

appointment of a king, not because that particular form of 

government was inherently evil, but because of what He 

knew the kings would do.  (I Sam. 8:10-18.) 

   Common sense should tell us that governments are neces-

sary, and always have been, to settle disputes between peo-

ple, to punish the criminal element, to keep records of prop-

erty, and to legalize transactions between people.  Order is 

inherently divine, as can be seen in all of God’s creation.  

Without government, chaos will prevail. Even if there were 

no criminals among us, there would still be a need for a 

government.   

   Unfortunately, our present day danger lies in too much 

government.  The government is seen and is becoming as a 

sort of god-father, or a rich old uncle, to whom individuals 

go when they get in a tight financial, or even moral predica-

ment.  Christians are rightfully to “pay tribute to whom trib-

ute is due”.  But no child of God should allow a duty to be 



imposed by his government that forces him to disobey 

God, or which involves him in such activities as make 

impossible the cultivation of the graces of a Christian. 

   In summary, some bullet points of the text are helpful.   

 Render to Caesar his dues. 

 Render to God the things that are His 

 No conflict between God and Caesar 

 Our mutual obligations from Romans 13; & I Pet. 2 

 -Let every soul be in subjection 

 -There is no power but of God 

 -Powers that be are ordained of God 

 -He that resists the power, resists God’s order 

 -Rulers are not a terror to good work. 

 -He is a minister of God to you for good. 

 -He bears not the sword in vain to avenge evil 

 -Be in subjection for conscience sake 

 Subject for the Lord’s Sake 

 -Be subject to every ordinance of man. 

 -For the Lord’s sake. 

 -Whether to the king as supreme, or governors 

 -Vengeance on evil-doers. 

 -Put to silence the ignorance of foolish men. 

 -As free, and not using your freedom as a cloak of 

 wickedness. 

 -As bondservants of God. 

    Adapted by Steve Frazier 

 

Image used as tongue-in-cheek and no political statement.  SF 
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“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord.”—Psalm 33:12 
 

   While we know that the kingdom of our citizenship is not of this 

earth, we can love and embrace the beauty of being part of a na-

tion that was conceived and began with inspiration from the prin-

ciples of God.  A couple of verses from a familiar hymn.  SF 
 

“My Country, ‘Tis of Thee  Samuel F. Smith—1832 

My country, tis of thee,  

Sweet land of liberty, Of thee I sing; 

Land where my fathers died,  

Land of the pilgrim’s pride. 

From every mountain-side  - Let freedom ring. 

Our father’s God, to Thee, 

Author of liberty, - To Thee we sing; 

Long may our land be bright 

With freedom’s holy light; 

Protect us by Thy might, 

Great God, our King! 
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Continue prayers for those on our list and for the free course of the gospel. 
 I John 5:14                                   Editor: Steve Frazier 
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